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Introduction to Series

This videoconference, presented by poet Elizabeth Marino, is one of a series of three videoconferences produced in collaboration by E-Poets.net and Von Steuben Metropolitan Science Center (9-12).  The series Voces y Lugares: Chicago Hispanic Poets features the writing of prominent Chicago area poets and marks the beginning of what is hoped to be a long and fruitful relationship between E-Poets.net and Chicago Public Schools.  In the future, we plan to showcase the work of local, national, and international poets from a variety of ethnic backgrounds and writing perspectives.  The videoconferencing technology helps us to cross distances and to offer this program to more students.  Elizabeth Marino’s videoconference will originate from Northeastern Illinois University and will connect students from Von Steuben, Payton, and Kelly high schools. 

About E-Poets.net

E-Poets.net (www.e-poets.net) has sponsored this videoconference series.  The e-poets are poets, artists, writers, and performers who embrace the electronic media as a venue and home for their art. In this sense, many people have been e-poets for quite some time. There are well documented heritages in video art, cybernetic and telepresent works, and hypertext literature, to name a few. These genres and others are the grounds of the e-poets.   Kurt Heintz, E-Poets director has worked with Von Steuben Metropolitan Science Center (9-12) in organizing this event.

Curriculum Vitae of Elizabeth Marino
Elizabeth Marino's recent and forthcoming work includes poetry in: the MARCH/Abrazo Press anthology Between the Heart and the Land/Entre el corazón y la tierra: Latina Poets in the Midwest, After Hours Magazine, and the spoken-word CD Elements of Life, Love & Action with the She Laughs Collective. Her poetry, essays and interviews have appeared in: Envisage (U.K.), Lucky Star (Oak Park, IL), Strong Coffee and Nit & Wit; the anthologies Breaking Mirrors/Raw Images (4:30 Poets) and the (national) College Poetry Review; the (former) Chicago Journal, Calumet Park Star and S.H.E. 

She holds an M.A. from the University of Illinois at Chicago Writers' Program and a B.A. (English/Humanities) from Barat College, with undergraduate coursework in literature and history at Oxford University. Also, she recorded her own poetry and the children's tales of Michael Brownstein on the audiocassettes Drum Poems and Drum Tales. Marino was born into the tiny Puerto Rican community within Hyde Park of the mid-‘50s, and raised by hser Italian/German-American family in the southwest Chicago suburbs famed for musicians and gangsters. 

Marino is a proud member of the Chicago local of AFTRA (AFL/CIO), as well as the Hispanic Organization of Latin Actors (HOLA). She also acts and directs under the stage name of Micaela Mastierra.

Related Illinois Learning Standards

This videoconferencing series correlates to Illinois Learning Standards in the language arts.  Please refer to www.isbe.state.il.us/ils/english/english.html to identify specific academic standards appropriate to the level of the students.

Goal 1: “Read with understanding and fluency”.

Goal 2: “Read and understand literature representative of various societies, eras, and ideas”.

Goal 3: “Write to communicate for a variety of purposes”. (If students do pre- or post-writing activities.)

Goal 4: “Listen and speak effectively in a variety of situations”.

Recommended Pre-Conference Activities

· Study vocabulary  

It is often helpful to examine the poet’s use of various literary devices and writing style in order to better appreciate the poetry.  In addition, students can later choose to use some of these same techniques when writing their own poetry.  Have students look up some of these words in the context of their use as poetic devices.

Apostrophe

Diction

Enjambment

Figurative language

Free verse

Hyberbole

Imagery

Irony

Lineation

Lyric poetry

Metaphor

Narrative poem

Rhyme

Simile

Speaker

Stanza

Symbolism

Syntax

Theme

Tone

Voice

· Read the poets’ biographies (included in this packet) 

· Read some of the poets’ poems and react to them (see Appendix)

· Use the companion CD-ROM to read and listen to other poems written by this author.

· Have students write poems of their own that they might be willing to share during a videoconference.

Recommended Post-Conference Activities

· Read others works by this poet

· Use the companion CD-ROM to read and listen to other poems written by this author.

· Memorize a poem or section of a poem by this poet

· Have students write their own poetry, possibly reflecting the style of the featured poet.  Create an anthology of works

Companion Website

Additional information about Elizabeth Marino can be found in the E-Poets website.  The website contains an introduction, written and spoken poems by the Liz Marino, production credits, and the artist’s curriculum vitae.  The URL for this poet’s pages is: 

http://voices.e-poets.net/MarinoE
Companion CD-ROM

Enclosed in this support package is a CD-ROM containing poems written and spoken by Elizabeth Marino.  This CD-ROM may be used for educational purposes only to aid in pre- or post-activities in the classroom.

Selected Poems

More poems are available online at the E-Poets website:  http://voices.e-poets.net/MarinoE
“WILDLIFE REFUGE”





I stare





through the glass





of my airport-bound limousine





as Woodstock, NY falls away.





The orange sign





nailed






   to a single tree







      in a thick-








at of trees








my eyes







       scan






    searching for yours.





© 2001 Elizabeth Marino





(unpublished)

A New Yorker Poem

The wind turned everything over and over and
    Down the street: the rusty beer cans, crumpled
Gum wrappers,
    Burnished leaves.
I expected even you to turn up eventually;
Right there, a chameleon peeking out from between
    Two curled leaves in Central Park. 

Your letter was worn from folding and unfolding.
A line of brown after the part where you say,
"What I mean, Roberto, is"…. I do not understand.
You continued in Portuguese. You know I only read French.
And my name is Bernardo.
I am no fool, Woman -- I have read both Fear of Flying
And Madame Bovary, and I know how women think. 

Refolding your note, I slip it into the dash
Of my silver MG, expertly adjust the mirror
To be rid of the glare of the setting sun,
And drive off.
One must learn to take pleasure in small things. 

© 2001 Elizabeth Marino
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